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Considering such a simple instance, one might incline
to say that a taste is a skill, and the acquisition of a skill
is ipso facto the acquisition of a taste.
. But a taste is more than an acquired skill; as we see
at once if we consider the not infrequent cases in which
some form of skill is acquired under compulsion, In
such cases the subject may, and in some cases does,
acquire a taste for the exercise of that form of skill;
but in other cases, the subject, in spite of acquiring
under compulsion a certain degree, even a very consider-
able degree, of skill, acquires at the same time a very
strong distaste for the exercise of it Thousands of
children have been compelled by parental pressure to
acquire some skill in piano-playing, and at the same
time have acquired a distaste, rather than a taste, for
such activity. More common are the cases in which a
skill is voluntarily acquired for some definite purpose,
such as wage-earning ; and the subject remains without
either positive taste or distaste for the exercise of that
skill.

Distastes, then, are positive acquisitions, no less than
tastes; and both are enduring acquisitions over and
above the skill which they may qualify. Consideration
of the conditions of acquisition of taste and of distaste
for any mode of activity reveals the essential conditions
of both processes of acquisition.

Putting aside complicating factors which may favour
or make against the acquirement of tastes and distastes
(such as compulsion, external rewards and punishments,
prizes, glory, reputation, disgrace, social success or
failure), I submit that the conditions of formation of a
taste or a distaste for any particular mode of activity,
bodily or purely mental (such as mathematical activity),
may be defined very simply. For any repeated activity
in which we are consistently successful we acquire a
taste; and for any repeated activity in which we are
more often unsuccessful than successful we acquire a
distaste. And in both cases the effect seems to follow
from the hedonic law, the law, namely, that success in
any activity renders it pleasant, and the pleasure accruing